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ast month | attended a fundraiser in sup-
of an outreach program. Part of the
evening was devoted to an auction of Men-
nonite quilts that had been donated o0 help
raise moncy. However, the most impressive
quilt I saw that might, you could not bid on
Its value was "priceless.” This was the "Jus-
tice Storytelling QuilL"”

The quilt was the result of & project spon-
sored by the Church Council on Justice and
Cormections. The Church Council on Justice
and Corrections is a nstonal faith-based co-
alition of eleven founding churches, created
in 1974, o promote a restorative approach
to justice with an emphasis on addressing
the needs of victims and offenders, mutual
respect, hezling, individual accountability,
community wmvolvement and cnme preven-
tion. The Anglican Church of Canada 15 2
member of the Council

Restormtive justice 18 based on a vision af
Justice that heals and restores. 1t s based on an
understanding that cnime 15 & violstion of people
and relationships and that justice is served when
those most directly involved in an offence are
grven opportunities to redress the hann caused

Produced by victims and offenders
Meagan O'Shea, a muli-media artist and per-
former, interviewed and worked with each par-
ticipant in the project to create the quilt patches
and help them tell their story, Stories include
those of the parenis of a son who kalled their
daughicr, the mother who survived an attack by
her son afler he murdered her two other chil-
dren, the wife of & man killed by a teenager.

In all there are forty stones told in the blocks
of the quilt. Each patch of the "Justice Story-
telling Quilt” is a symbolic descriptive image
produced by both victims and offenders from
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scross Canada. A touch on any patch activales
4 two minute audio lestimony by its designer
describing the cnminal event that ook place in
his or her life, what happened and how it felt

Dave Nomura, n Toronto compuler artist
who specializes i interactive medin, wired
the quilt

The quilting of the textile was done by Su-
sannah and Duvid Shantz. David is a Protestant
Chaplain in the Quebec prisons. Through the
Mennonite community he and Susannah be-
came umolved i victimroffender encounters
and 1t is also through the Mennonite comimu-
nity that they inherited the ant of quilting.

A fiyer describing the quiit explains
“A quilt reminds us of comfor, warmth and se-
curity. It protects us from the cold and hostile
clements. There was a time when quilts were
made from the scraps of matenal left over from
sewmy dresses and shins. There waw also the
delight of seeing how these pieces could be put
together to make » beautiful anstic design

These concepts are also found in this quilt
It tells the stories of forty very somowill ind
hormifying events and has a way of bringing us
together as a community. Smee quilts represent
u safe place, we find cournge to listen to peo-
ple share the detils of the murder of u family
member. The artistic image helps to portray the
violence m an unthreatening manner Just as the
scrups have purpose and meaning when they are
piecad logether, so the wounded bits and shat-
tered pieces of our lives cun be brought together
10 project a powerful and peaceful message of
forgveness and reconcilation

The pumpose of the quill 15 not primanly te
sensitize us o the pain of victims and offenders
which could muke us very angry and vindictive
1t is designed, mther. 1o bring us together so that
we mary empathize with the suffering, hope and
courage of victims and offenders ”

Restorative Justice Week

Each year in November. Comrections Canada
sponsors a Restorative Justice Week. The quilt
was unveiled as part of the ceremonies in 2005
A sermon prepared for this year by the Church
Councii on Justice and Corrections guides us
on how we can foster true justice:

8 By truly living together in community and
canng for the whole as much as for ourselves
as indmviduals

B By secing things from a new perspective
We do this by widening the circle to get more
diverse opimions and perspectives, and by giv-
ing these new perspectives due consideration

B By turming the world upside down, as Je-
sus did. In Matthew 20:16 we read, "So the
last will be first, and the first will be last"
We take ourselves much too seriously and
are personally offended if we believe that
life has treated us unfuirly,

B Hy asking the question, "Even if ] have not
recetved all that | believe | should, do | have
enough |s God truly merciful and just?

B By learning more about our neighbour
We can only truly know ourselves through
our being in relationship to athers, If our im-

mediate circle is narrow, our perceptions of

ourselves will nlso be narrow
B By forming new, creative partnersiups and
acting together (o ensure that God's will is in-
deed done, here on earth—thus bringing the
Reign of God, the Peaceable Kingdom and
true justice closer to a lived reality on earth
In 2007 Restorative Justice Week is No-
vember 18-25 To have the Justice Story-
telling Quilt displayed in your community
contact the Church Council on Justice and
Cuorrections. Or betier vet, if there are issues
of confhict i your community or simply
to build commumty, think sbout your own
quiltng bee to work towards reconcilistion
and forgiveness or inclusion and diversity.

A LITANY
FOR RESTORATIVE JUSTICE

From A Justice That Heals and Restores:
A resource on restorative justice jointly
produced by the Church Council on Jus-
tice and Comections and the Anglican
Diocese of Toronto's Working Group on
Restorutive Justice in collaboration with
the Ecolustice Committee of the Anglican
Church of Canada. A Decade 1o Over-
come Violence project. Septemnber 2005.

Holy and incamate one

whao longs 10 set the prisoner frec
and to heal the broken hearted:

We pray for our brothers snd sisters
who are offenders,

who stand accused in our courts and
who serve time in our prisons.

Let justice roll down like waters,
And righteousness like an ever flowing
stream.

We pray for our brothers and sisters
who are victims of crime,

and who, like many victims, are re-
victimized

by our criminal justice system.

Let justice roll down like waters,

And righteousness like an ever flowing
stream.

We pray for our Church,
remembering that in our corporate history
we have been both offender and victim.
Let justice roll down like walers,

And righteousness like an ever Alowing

We pray for all those in our criminal
system who try to do justice:

for police officers, judges, lawyers,
chaplains, and for cormections,
parole, and probation officers.

Let justice roll down like waters,
And righteousness like an ever flowing
stream.

We pray for our neighbourhoods, our
communities, and our society,

where the impact of crime and the fear
that it breeds

harm people, damage relationships, and
tear at the human spiriL.

Let justice roll down like waters,
And righteousness like an ever flowing

stream.

Blessed are you, Lord our God,

who sent your Son among us

to bear the pain and grief of humankind.
Receive the prayers we offer this day
for all those in need in every place

snd grant us strength on our joumney.

Amen.




