FAMILY VIOLENCE

ina
PATRIARCHAL CULTURE

A Challenge to Our Way of Living

“And I will raise them up on eagles’ wings
bear them on the breath of dawn
make them to shine like the sun
and hold them in the palm

of My hand.”

Adapted from Psalm 91
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Is there a web of institutions, including religious ones, that keeps the violence
going? Are there patterns of adaptations and alliances that keep both men and
women enmeshed? This kit is an invitation for us to examine our own experience
and explore cultural interconnections. It calls us to face the pain honestly, to expose
self-deception, to refuse to permit one another to ignore and deny the problems,
personally or publicly.

The purpose of this kit is to give expression to the hurt in Canadian
families, to seek ways to make that hurt more speakable, to open
us to deeper understandings of the roots and causes of violence, to
help each of us attend to the pain in our communities and to begin a
process of healing.
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